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Larry- I got my love of farming from my 
dad, and love of mission from my mom. 

Jane- My experience of mission began in 
Uganda. These years helped me become 
more confident of using my love for 
teaching and Africa to serve God. 

 

Maun, Botswana  

 Jane – I arrived tired, dusty and excited after the long journey 
on the back of a lorry to teach English at the Maun Secondary 
School in Botswana.  My fellow British companions and I 
received an invitation the next morning for real American 
pancakes from a young missionary Agriculture teacher and 
manager of the school farm.  

Larry and I shared a vision to serve God in Africa, and together we established relationships with 
students through teaching and sport, served as advisors for the student ‘Scripture Union’ and 
helped the students organize camps and outreach missions. We enjoyed being part of a very 
diverse community and helped to start a ‘children’s church’ in the village.  
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The school farm provided staff and the community with fresh fruits and vegetables which were 
such a treat in an arid environment; living on the edge of the Okavango Delta presented us with 
many unique African wilderness adventures. 

 

   

 

.   

USA 

Larry was offered an opportunity to do a master’s at University of California at Davis. Leaving 

Maun with our 2 small Botswana-reared children, Ben and Pule, though tough, gave us many 

new opportunities to 

experience God’s 

goodness and 

provision.  

Studying at Davis CA 
and subsequent 
missionary training 
in Atlanta GA gave 
us new insights on 

Agriculture and enjoying cultures other than our 
own.          

 

 

Missionary Group commissioned in 

1994. The Missionary community is 

far more diverse today! 
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Zimbabwe – Nyadire Mission 

Larry likes to say that we snuck our daughter Carly 
through Zimbabwe passport control with no documents or 
passport -when she was the size of a pea. Carly, and later 
Michael, were born in the seven years we spent at Nyadire 
Mission.  

 

            

Mission Doctor- Nyasha Murphree                                                                        Dedication of an outdoor toilet 

With the friendship and help of the community, we learned to appreciate our new 
environment, gain new perspectives, adjust to the changes in home life and find our place in 
Mission life. When Jesus says in the gospels. “Whoever gives you a cup of water to drink 
because of your name as followers of Christ will by no means lose his reward.” (Mark 9:41), He 
must have had the Zimbabwean Shona custom in mind where we received many cups of water 
(sometimes even cold!) and so much more from many homes.  

 

  

Community life involved worshiping together, growing a mission farm (Larry), teaching classes 
in the mission school (Jane). Our children enabled us to participate more fully as a family in 
daily life on the Mission. Years later, Larry and I occasionally run into former students who 
remind us of their names and re-kindle memories. 
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School life involved many new experiences for our children … and farm life many unique 
challenges. 

 

 

Zimbabwe – Mutare – Africa University 

At a time when politics made it necessary for us to make a 
move, God opened a way for us to transfer to Africa 
University. Living here the last 20+ years has given us the 
opportunity to partner with Zimbabwean (and other) people, 
shaping the lives of young African students as they are 
prepared for future leadership positions throughout Africa.  

 

We have seen God’s favour on the University in steady growth (40 students in 1992, 650 when 
we arrived in 2002, and 3000 in 2022) and reputation for graduating capable and passionate 
young men and women of integrity.  
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Family, Farming, Friendship and Formation of young African People over 20 years.  

                        

                 

Dr William Humbane, Mentor, Colleague and Friend 

Some pastors in the USA have shared with us their opinion 
that partnering in the establishment of Africa University has 
been the best decision the United Methodist Church has 
made in recent history. Visiting Africa University has been a 
lifechanging experience for many VIM teams and individuals, 
as Teaching Intensive English has been for Jane. Larry is 
thankful that he has played a part in developing the 
university farm, and for his Agriculture classes. We are 

especially pleased when we meet former students who have grown professionally and are now 
making a difference where they are. 
 
 It is a privilege to see God working to build ‘His project’ and in the 
lives of countless young people committed to an education that 
implants a vision to change a continent through sound leadership 
in the church, industry, business, society, agriculture and health. 
We have been touched to witness the generosity of churches and 
individuals moved to give from their resources to make this 
happen.      

                 

Thank you for being with us on 
our journey!!! 

We give all glory to God!! 

Jane and Larry Kies 

November 2022 

 


